[Introduction to the surgery of the middle ear: general principles].
We study the basic guidelines of the middle ear surgery, having as target the recuperation of the anatomic functional integrity of ear. There are different important elements in the quality/quantity of the functional results as follows: The surgery technical method used. The actual pathology in the middle ear. The quality of eustachian tube function. The surgeon's experience and ability and several factors. We review the concept introduced by Wullstein called it tympanoplasty from 1952 till nowadays. Finally, we described the most frequent surgery procedures used in the daily practice.